
DRAFT Minutes of Meeting – April 26, 2017
Gentlemen's Club Conference Room, Camden Opera House 

Members present: Roger Rittmaster (Chair),  Alison McKellar (until 7 pm), Doug Johnson, Vicki 
Doudera, Wayne Ruesswick, Seth Meyer, Sam Johnson, and Select Board Member Marc Ratner.

NOTE: Action items are underlined.

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:03 pm. Minutes of the March meeting were approved. 
Vicki moved, Alison seconded.  Thank you, Alison for doing them while Vicki was on vacation!

2. We greeted Sue Conover from Camden Area Youth Seamenship Program (CAYSP.) She has a 
unique perspective on the harbor as she is there every day during the summer. A few ideas we 
discussed:  she does a clean up day and thinks it would be great to have a display at Steamboat 
Landing. We could help with the shoreline support. Sue's students are kids, ages 8 to 12 
approximately, who love the harbor, so we could have a great collaboration with her, perhaps 
speaking once a week to the classes, getting them involved in storm drain stenciling, etc. One of
Sue's biggest concerns is the oil spill protocol – what exactly is it? We said we would follow up.

3. Earth Day Roadside Cleanup – was a big success – 2000 pounds of trash and a great article in 
the Pen Bay Pilot. Good job Alison! The prisoners are doing sections of some state roads and 
Alison mentioned that they may need lunch. She will get back to us. We borrowed pickers and 
vests from Rockport, which worked out well, but unclear what we will do next year. 

4. Plastic bag ordinance – Roger said this is a big project, getting buy in from retailers, etc, and 
thinks it could be a good student project. Alison said she has met with Windplanners at CHRHS.
Vicki brought up Rob Pfeiffer and his presentation to the various towns.  Alison said there is 
much more support for banning styrofoam take-out containers than bags. She also brought up 
that there is controversy around whether plastic or paper bags are more environmentally 
friendly. Marc feels that going after one thing – the plastic bags – might be the way to go. Roger
said this is something we will put on the agenda again for more discussion.

5. Alison reported that she had a great meeting with Roberta Smith about the Tannery site and the 
playground, etc. Roberta suggested we draft a letter (Alison volunteered) regarding our 
environmental concerns and then Roberta will get it to the DEP. 

6. We have two excellent internship applications, Louisa Crane and Rosemary Nicholson. Both 
have been interviewed by our Commission. Vicki moved that we hire Rosemary for the EAB, 
and let Louisa know we're hopeful about getting the water quality money. All were in favor.

7. We spoke about the new Camden Conservation Commission logo. Elle Appleton Foster was our
winning artist and she has been great to work with. The press releases have been in the papers 



and the feedback on it (and the work we are doing as a Commission) has been great.

Vicki spoke about our first year heading up Camden's Earth Day.  Our collaboration with CIFF 
was a great opportunity, giving us a chance to speak in front of the audience as well as display 
some materials, and doing the Clean Up Day for the first time in Camden was a big success. We
will definitely continue this next year, hopefully with more activities.  Vicki suggested that we 
get a bit of an earlier start next year so that things can be better promoted.

8. Wayne discussed the Camden Stewardship Guide. He would like to have a contest for the photo 
for the cover, and possibly solicit photos for other pages as well. DEADLINE for our pages is 
Monday, May 8th. Submit your pages to Wayne by that date. 

9. Storm Drain Stenciling: 10 hours a week has been budgeted for one of our interns. Sam is 
meeting with a middle school teacher (Sarah Whittam) tomorrow and is gathering more info. 
Wayne will attend that meeting as well and we will try to have a batch of stencils to show them. 
Vicki suggested that the teacher see the scope of the stenciling effort which Sam will do. Roger 
suggested an adopt a drain program which we will discuss at a later date. 

10. Wayne showed the signage about feeding ducks. It is great and will go in several spots by the 
harbor.  Wayne also showed the pharmacy signs.  They are terrific too – great job Mr. 
Ruesswick! Wayne also printed 2000 little colorful signs to go into prescription bags. Vicki will 
write a press release and follow up with Wayne before submitting.  

11. Seth reported about a meeting with Harbormaster Steve Pixley.  One suggestion was signage on 
town buoys – either a decal or a sign that molded on the buoy itself – and Seth has researched 
these options. He asked what wording we wanted on the buoys, and we said Free Head 
Pumpout (with contact info) and Keep Camden Harbor Clean. Seth will follow up on this.

Seth reported on the Clean Regatta – July 27 – 29. Our role, if any, is still to be determined. 

12. Banning unencapsulated polystyrene – Roger reported that the Select Board was very positive, 
although they and the town attorney had some comments on our ordinance. Roger sent the 
amended version to us in advance and Sam made the motion to accept it; Doug seconded. All 
were in favor of resubmitting our ordinance for the next steps required by the town.

13. Sagamore Farm – the Planning Board meeting went better than Roger expected.  Marc reported 
that access for the solar farm is getting worked out, and Jim Burgess at the Lodge has been very
helpful. Discussion will continue on May 2. Marc said we should recommend a name and we 
said Sagamore Farm Trails. At some point a kiosk will be built at the parking lot at the Lodge.

14. Coastal Mountains Nature Program:  Roger asked Doug to help with Saturday May 6, and Doug
will check his schedule. Roger spoke about some other programs and all sound good . 

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. Next meeting:  Wednesday, May 31, 2017 at 6 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,         
Vicki Doudera, CCC Secretary


